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The way we test students is evolving as Illinois continues its comprehensive review and update of all 
learning standards to ensure college and career readiness for all children. We need assessments that 
line up with the rigor and scope of the higher expectations of the updated Illinois Learning Standards. 
We also need assessments that better reflect classroom learning and students’ real-life experiences 
outside of the classroom as well.   

In spring 2015, Illinois schools successfully 
completed the first administration of the new 
Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College 
and Careers (PARCC) assessment in English language 
arts and math. The exam is aligned to the Illinois 
Learning Standards and focuses on students’ mastery of 
key concepts as well as their critical thinking and writing 
skills. The PARCC assessment replaced our previous 
assessments, the Illinois Standards Achievement Test 
(ISAT) and the Prairie State Achievement Examination 
(PSAE). More than 75 percent of students took the 
exam online this spring and no major statewide technical 
outages were reported. The goal is for all schools to 
eventually administer the exam online.   

During its inaugural year, students in grades 3-8 and 
some high school students took the PARCC test in two 
parts – the Performance-Based Assessment (PBA) and 
the End-of-Year (EOY) exam – that used different types 
of questions to measure students’ knowledge and skills. Together, they required students to 
demonstrate and explain their understanding as opposed to merely reciting facts or selecting the 
correct answer. The PBA and EOY will result in one score that will help educators and parents know 
the extent to which students have learned the appropriate grade-level material to prepare them for the 
next grade and eventually for college and career. The first year of PARCC testing is serving as a 
baseline for test scores and will establish the performance targets for future years. However, there are 
no immediate consequences for schools or students tied to the 2015 administration. The 2015 scores 
will take additional time to produce because Illinois educators, along with their colleagues from other 
states, are reviewing students’ work to determine performance levels. As a result, scores should be 
available to families in late fall.  

Community Colleges Approve Use of 
PARCC Exam for Class Placement 

 
The Illinois Council of Community College 
Presidents earlier this year decided to start 
using the Partnership for Assessment of 
Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) 
exam to determine a student’s readiness 
for college-level courses. This decision 
means that students who achieve certain 
scores can be placed directly into Illinois 
community college classes that earn them 
credit toward their degree without 
spending extra time and money on other 
placement exams for remedial courses. 
Read more here.  

http://www.isbe.net/news/2015/apr20.htm


Parents will receive score reports that show how their student performed on each portion of the 
PARCC assessment as well as their overall score, which will fall within one of five performance levels 
that indicate the extent to which a child demonstrated understanding of grade-level subject standards. 
Students who perform at Level 1 showed a minimal understanding of subject matter while students 
performing at Level 5 showed distinguished understanding. The reports will also allow families to 
compare how their student is doing compared to others in his/her school, district, or state. ISBE 
ultimately hopes to give parents the tools they will need to help their student improve in areas where 
he/she is weakest and learn how their student performs in the context of college and career readiness.  

In response to feedback from school districts, the PARCC exam will return in spring 2016 with a 
shorter, simpler format to improve the testing process while providing reliable and valid information 
about student achievement. The PARCC Governing Board, which is made up of representatives from 
the PARCC member states and makes policy and operational decisions for the PARCC consortium, 
voted in May 2015 to consolidate the two testing windows into one and reduce total test time for most 
students by 90 minutes beginning in spring 2016. The single testing window will be 30 days and extend 
from when roughly 75 percent of the school year is complete to the 90 percent mark.  Most schools will 
complete testing in one to two weeks during that window. These adjustments will ultimately help the 
test better serve students, educators, parents, and policymakers. Though the test structure will change 
and include fewer questions, the PARCC assessment will still test the full range of standards and 
measure whether students are mastering the knowledge and skills they need to stay on track for 
success in college and/or their chosen career field. 

PARCC assessment results can be used for the purpose of placement into college-level, credit-
bearing courses in English language arts and some math classes as the PARCC exam shows 
readiness for college-level work. ISBE is seeking bids on a college entrance assessment. A decision is 
expected later this year and the new test would be administered in spring 2016.   

ISBE is also developing a new science assessment aligned to the Illinois Learning Standards in 
science to be administered to students during the 2015-16 school year. The standards are based on 
the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) and will provide students a more engaged and hands-
on science education that instills a deeper understanding of the core concepts of science and the ability 
to apply these concepts to real-world situations. These new standards have made the state’s previous 
science assessments out of date. ISBE submitted a plan and timeline for the new science assessment 
to the U.S. Department of Education on June 30. This plan calls for students in the fifth, eighth, and 
10th grades to take an NGSS-aligned exam in spring 2016. The exam will be online and testing time 
should take 90 minutes or less. Additional details about the test schedule and format will be released 
later this school year.   

 

http://www.isbe.net/news/2015/may21.htm

